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A change in grass saves Italian Club
La Montecchia hailed as role model after dramatic cuts in use of water and
fertiliser.
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Summer heat burns off cool-season grasses  

The right grass for the climate
In 2004 the club created an experimental nursery planted with warm-season grasses and at the

same time a bermudagrass cultivar, Tifway 419 was sodded on a part of the driving range teeing

ground. Results indicated the new grass species thrived in summer conditions and needed

nothing like as much water or nutrients and no pesticides whatsoever. It also proved resistant to

the significant drop in temperature and provided good quality turf during the four month

dormancy period.

The results of the trial were presented at the 5th World Scientific Congress of Golf at Phoenix,

Arizona, in March 2008 as well as at the 1st European Turfgrass Society in Pisa a couple of

months later and in 2010 the decision was taken to convert the fairways on the White course

from cool-season grasses to bermudagrass (Cynodon dactylon x C. transvaalensis) using

Patriot, a cultivar specifically selected in the USA for the transition zone. The technique used

was innovative and involved using small plants instead of stolons and this resulted in the course

being able to re-open in six weeks rather than the usual 12.

Maintenance data for the White Course in 2011
shows significant differences when compared to
that from previous years, with dramatic reductions
in terms of water consumption (60% less),
fertiliser inputs (70% less) and herbicide use (80%
less). No fungicide or insecticide treatments were
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made in 2011. For 2012, the golf club is expecting
to bring herbicide use down to zero as well.

Dramatic results!
In 2011 the same technique was repeated for the fairways and tees on the Red Course and the

results of both projects have been spectacular. The decision to switch from cool-season grasses

to bermudagrass has achieved the aim of providing better quality playing surfaces while

reducing maintenance inputs. Maintenance data for the White Course in 2011 shows significant

differences when compared to that from previous years, with dramatic reductions in terms of

water consumption (60% less), fertiliser inputs (70% less) and herbicide use (80% less). No

fungicide or insecticide treatments were made in 2011. For 2012, the golf club is expecting to

bring herbicide use down to zero as well.

July 2010, two weeks after planting bermudagrass

The aesthetic improvements have been equally marked and many visitors have commented on

how the appearance of the course has improved. The end result is that La Montecchia is

moving onto the next stage of its sustainability programme which has involved converting the

fairways on the Yellow Course fairways and the tees on the White Course tees to bermudagrass.

This year the club has also agreed on a number of additional measures aimed at enhancing its

sustainable performance and these will include commencing a tree management plan together

with the Landscape Horticulture Department of the University of Bologna, beginning the first

ornithological research on the effects of bermudagrass on golf courses, adopting an

environmental purchasing policy and starting a new study concerning the adaptability of an

ultradwarf bermudagrass (cultivar Miniverde).
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www.golfmontecchia.it
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