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Two cognitive surveys on golf courses carried out in 1999 and then in 2008 conducted by the CNR
(National Research Center), the highest government body in charge of research in Italy, has
recorded over the years not only a qualitative increase in Italian golf courses, but also a significant
reduction in pesticides, fertilizers and water consumption. The CNR itself has identified the reason
for this improvement in the better preparation and professionalism of the Superintendents and
Greenkeepers, achieved thanks to the training courses of the Green Section.
This convinced FIG to continue on this path, which to date has produced the following:
 

Over 2,000 technicians have been trained including Superintendents, Greenkeepers, Golf
Managers and Golf Professionals. The majority of Italian golf clubs therefore make use of
technicians who have attended the courses of the Green Section, both the most important
clubs, where greater needs must be met and the smaller clubs, where it becomes essential to
know how to manage limited budgets. Considering that for climatic reasons all turf species are
studied, both cool and warms season grasses, the Green Section has attracted students from
other countries over the years (Spain, Switzerland, Malta, Algeria, Morocco, Romania, Albania).
Some students are also employed abroad (Germany, Switzerland, Holland, UK).
The Technicians of the Green Section carry out approximately 100 inspections every year,
offering assistance for the golf course maintenance, for the development of new projects and
for environmental problems related to the protection of resources or the enhancement of
flora, fauna and landscape.
Over 100 golf courses have been involved in sustainability and environmental protection
projects, obtaining the “Impegnati nel Verde” recognition. About 20 of these have achieved the
G.E.O. Certification.
The research activity has made it possible to obtain results of great scientific value as well as
applicative importance. The increasing use of warm season grasses in Italy and the reduced
use of water and pesticides are among the most tangible and important results from an
economic and above all, environmental point of view. The research has been presented in
various national and international conferences.
From 2015 to 2021, the pioneering "Biogolf" program was conducted on 9 holes of the
Montecchia Golf course, an operational protocol studied together with some environmental
organizations, which provides for maintenance in compliance with the rules of organic
farming, therefore without use of pesticides and synthetic fertilizers. An experience that has
highlighted problems and possible solutions to address this new scenario.
In collaboration with three golf clubs (Golf della Montecchia, Golf Frassanelle and Golf Terme
di Galzignano) it was possible to spread the importance of environmental sustainability to the
new generations thanks to the G.E.O. Tournament Certification, obtained for three
consecutive years with the organization of the Venice Open, an international amateur
tournament reserved for under 18s.

 




